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Agenda

• Digital Credentials background / demo

• Hahnemann University Hospital update

• Industry Update

• Questions
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•Conducting research as part of ongoing 
improvement initiatives

•Compliance, legal, security and usability 
aspects considered

•Multiple technologies being considered

• Recipient ownership assumed to take full 
advantage of technology and for highest 
efficiency

www.fsmb.org/digitalcredentials
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Key Findings:

• Meet legal, regulatory and credentialing requirements/standards 
when used properly

• Offer improvement over many processes used today but will also 
improve over time as usage grows

• Will require workflow changes for programs, physicians, 
credentialers, licensing boards,…

• Usage is poised to increase based upon current commercial 
activity and in Higher Education
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Digital Credentials Comparison Table

Digital Signatures Open Badges Blockchain

Legally Enforceable

Tamper Evident

Timestamping

Shareable

Revocable

Expirable

Widely Accepted

Also includes: ‘Format’, ‘Data’, ‘Ideal Use Cases’, ‘Dependency’ and ‘Self Sovereign’



6 © 2020 Federation of State Medical Boards

Trusted, Centralized 
‘Certificate Authorities’ 

maintain keys
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Third Party 
Verification 

Step 
Eliminated

Digital
Credential 
Workflow
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certs.fsmb.org
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Hahnemann University Hospital (HUH)

• Closed abruptly in September, 2019 without provisions for record 
retention

• FSMB offered to house GME records for current and past residents

• Records for 5,863 individuals across 35 programs between 1980 
and 2019 were received

• FSMB is making digitally signed VGMET verification forms 
available to HUH trained physicians
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FSMB Next Steps

• Began issuing digital GME verification forms on 1/15/20
• Hahnemann physicians and others whose records are housed by 

FSMB have received notice that their records are available
• Continue to educate industry users on how to use our digital 

credentials
• Continue to monitor activity in Higher Ed and specifically in 

medicine such as the current ACGME blockchain pilot



13 © 2020 Federation of State Medical Boards



14 © 2020 Federation of State Medical Boards



15 © 2020 Federation of State Medical Boards

Contact:

Jama Ball
817-868-5036
jball@fsmb.org

Mike Dugan
817-868-5138
mdugan@fsmb.org
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